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JAMES PARKER

In the realm of  Canadian pianists, James Parker is among the best known. James’ musical roots
can be traced to the Vancouver Academy of  Music and the University of  British Columbia
where he studied with Lee Kum Sing. He then went on and received his Master of  Music and
Doctor of  Musical Arts at the Juilliard School with Adele Marcus. Dr. Parker continues the
teaching tradition as the Rupert E. Edwards Chair in Piano Performance on the music faculty
at the University of  Toronto.

Beginning in 1984 with a first prize at the Eckhardt-Gramatte Competition, James served notice
that he was a rising star. The CBC competition concurred, selecting him winner of  the 25th 
National Competition for Young Performers. 

Concerts given by Dr. Parker consistently garner artistic acclaim. James’ style has earned him
praise as “One of  the most searching musical intellects and 10 of  the nimblest fingers in the
business” according to The Globe and Mail.  James has enthralled audiences in North America and
Europe, counting diplomats and dignitaries among his receptive audiences. He has made 
frequent appearances on CBC, the CanWest Global Network, MuchMusic and a myriad of  
stations across the globe.

A consummate professional, James is recognized as a soloist, a chamber musician and as the 
pianist for Canada’s foremost ensemble, the Gryphon Trio. Add to this his critically acclaimed
performances with major Canadian symphonies like Toronto, Vancouver, Victoria, Quebec
City, Edmonton, National Arts Centre, Symphony Nova Scotia and many in between, one is 
reminded of  the scope of  his contributions to the national classical music scene. With two JUNO
recording awards and many other nominations from his vast discography, James Parker
continues to graciously strive to do it all.

PATRICIA PARR

Since her debut with the Toronto Symphony at the age of  nine, Canadian pianist Patricia Parr
has been a soloist with numerous major orchestras including those of  Cleveland, New York,
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Rochester and Toronto under conductors such as Eugene Ormandy,
William Steinberg and Walter Susskind. She was also well known as a recitalist appearing
throughout Ontario and the west coast of  Canada.

Internationally renowned for the sensitivity and integrity of  her playing, her outstanding qualities
as a chamber musician have resulted in invitations to numerous festivals and collaborations with
many ensembles, among them the Guarneri, Orford, St. Lawrence and Vermeer String 
Quartets.

Parr toured Australia in 1975 and 1979 as a member of  the Trio Concertante and formed the
University of  Toronto Faculty Trio with Lorand Fenyves, violin, and Vladimir Orloff, cello while
teaching at the Faculty of  Music. She is a founding member of  the highly acclaimed AMICI
Chamber Ensemble, which has presented a regular concert series in Toronto since 1988. She
toured with them in Atlantic Canada, Eastern Europe, and Mexico. AMICI are heard frequently
on the CBC and in numerous recordings.

Ms. Parr is a graduate of  the Curtis Institute of  Music, where she studied with Isabelle Vengerova
and Rudolf  Serkin. In 1974, she returned to Canada to teach piano and chamber music at the
Faculty of  Music, University of  Toronto. Though retired from the Faculty of  Music, she 
frequently serves on juries for competitions and enjoys some private teaching.

In 2009, Ms. Parr was appointed a Member of  the Order of  Canada.
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